Occupational disease in Connecticut, 2000.
Occupational illnesses in Connecticut are tracked to better understand patterns and trends by industry, cause, and time, which allows for interventions such as cluster investigations and education. Data were collected for occupational illnesses from three data sources: the Connecticut Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) annual survey, workers' compensation reports, and physician reports. There were 6,396 reports of occupational illness in Connecticut in 2000. Reports increased sharply based on two of the three databases. Reports were dominated by musculo-skeletal disorders (MSD), followed by lung conditions. Manufacturing, the State of Connecticut, and municipalities tended to have the highest number of cases and rates. Acute respiratory conditions were the most common lung condition, followed by occupational asthma and asbestos-related conditions. Occupational illnesses are very prevalent in Connecticut and appear to be increasing. Improved diagnosis and reporting are needed to improve patient care and to direct preventive efforts.